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irrigation. At the best, and for some time to come, the output
of sugar from the Peruvian region will expand gradually, as it
has done in recent years. Though the harvests are safe from
fluctuations due to climatic vicissitudes, the limited area of
irrigated land and the competition of other crops must make any
sudden development impossible.

The third sugar-producing region in South America is that of
North-Western Argentina in Tucuman and Jujuy Provinces.
The geographical conditions affecting the industry there are
peculiar and will be discussed at length in Chapter XVI below.

Along the northern coasts of South America the sugar-cane
is cultivated in every political division from French Guiana to
Ecuador, but the most important from the point of view of exports
are British Guiana and Trinidad. Venezuela produces a small
surplus above local requirements, while Colombia and Ecuador
can barely satisfy their home demands from their own resources.
In the Guianas and in Trinidad sugar is systematically grown on
estates owned mostly by Europeans and worked by native or
imported coolie labour. In these colonies the sugar industry
has passed through hard times owing to the competition of
European beet sugar and the bounty system. Now, once more,
it has to face strenuous competition, this time from the highly
organized plantations in the larger West Indian islands. As a
consequence of the marked seasonal rainfall, sugar cultivation in
Trinidad and on the mainland tends to reach its maximum
development on the low-lying and somewhat swampy coastal
strip where it meets with a certain amount of competition from
rice-growing, particularly in British Guiana. There the climate
is enervating for Europeans and by no means healthy, and this
factor, combined with labour difficulties and the foreign competi-
tion above referred to, accounts in some measure for the com-
paratively small progress made during the long period since the
industry was first established. In the three north-western repub-
lics foreign competition is not a serious matter, since very little or
no sugar is available from them for export; but the industry
stagnates there partly because any marked expansion would bring
that factor into operation, more perhaps, because of the internal
competition for the limited supplies of labour available exercised
by other forms of agriculture and by mining, which can generally
be pursued in healthier and pleasanter surroundings.

CACAO

Cacao is produced in four of the South American republics,
namely, Brazil, Ecuador, Venezuela and Colombia in order of
importance; but only the first three produce in excess of local